
Genesis 12:1-9 (ESV) 
12 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your 
country and your kindred and your father's house 
to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of 
you a great nation, and I will bless you and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I 
will bless those who bless you, and him who 
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.”4 So Abram 
went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with 
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he 
departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his 
wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their 
possessions that they had gathered, and the 
people that they had acquired in Haran, and they 
set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they 
came to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed 
through the land to the place at Shechem, to the 
oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in 
the land. 7 Then the LORD appeared to Abram and 
said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he 
built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared 
to him. 8 From there he moved to the hill country 
on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with 
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there 
he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the 
name of the LORD. 9 And Abram journeyed on, still 
going toward the Negeb. 
 
Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 (ESV) 
4 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, 
our forefather according to the flesh? 2 For if 
Abraham was justified by works, he has 
something to boast about, but not before God. 
3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness.” 4 Now to the one who works, his 
wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 
5 And to the one who does not work but believes in 
him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted 
as righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of 
the blessing of the one to whom God counts 
righteousness apart from works:7 “Blessed are 
those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and 
whose sins are covered; 8 blessed is the man 
against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” 
13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring 
that he would be heir of the world did not come 
through the law but through the righteousness of 
faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are 
to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is 
void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there 

is no law there is no transgression. 16 That is why it 
depends on faith, in order that the promise may 
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 
offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but 
also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, 
who is the father of us all, 17 as it is written, “I have 
made you the father of many nations”—in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who 
gives life to the dead and calls into existence the 
things that do not exist. 
 
John 3:1-17 (ESV) 
3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to 
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 
that you are a teacher come from God, for no one 
can do these signs that you do unless God is with 
him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a 
second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 
5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 
the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must 
be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, 
and you hear its sound, but you do not know where 
it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus 
said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus 
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and 
yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, 
truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and 
bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not 
receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly 
things and you do not believe, how can you believe 
if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has 
ascended into heaven except he who descended 
from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in 
him may have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him.  
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 In the Name of Jesus    

Theme of the Day ~ The Word of the Gospel Opens the Eyes of Faith and 
Fixes Them on Christ Jesus.  The Lord called Abram (Abraham) to leave his 
home and go to a land that God would show him. He also promised to make of 
Abram “a great nation,” to bless him and make his name great as a blessing to 
“all the families of the earth” (Gen. 12:2–3). “Abram went, as the LORD had told 
him” (Gen. 12:4), and in Canaan “he built an altar to the LORD and called upon 
the name of the LORD” (Gen. 12:8). He “believed God, and it was counted to him 
as righteousness” (Rom. 4:3). Here the grace of God is manifested, that He 
“justifies the ungodly” (Rom. 4:5), not by works of the Law, but through faith in 
His promises. He removes all of our sins and lawless deeds through Jesus 
Christ, the offspring of Abraham in whom all the Lord’s promises are realized. 
This forgiveness of sins is the Word of the Gospel, the voice of the Holy Spirit, 
which “gives life to the dead” (Rom. 4:17). It opens the eyes of faith to behold 
Christ Jesus, the Son of Man lifted up on the cross, “that whoever believes in 
him may have eternal life” (John 3:14–15). 
 
ORDER OF SERVICE  Service of Prayer and Preaching p. 260 

CHOIR ANTHEM “Come Into the House” Snyder 

CHOIR ANTHEM “Open My Heart, O God of Grace” Mayo 

ATHANASIAN CREED pgs. 319-320 

SERMON HYMN “God Loved the World So That He Gave”   LSB 571 

SERMON “Fixed Eyes of Faith on Jesus”  John 3:1-17 

CLOSING HYMN “Not What These Hands Have Done” LSB 567 

 
Pastor  Paul Hauser      
Organist    Tami Mosher 
Elder/Reader  Frank Yell 
A/V Thomas Hollingsworth 
Acolytes    Liam Zastrow & Robert Knapik 
Ushers      Paul Bohn & Roger Kade 
Greeters Jeanne Kade & Maxine Diener 
Altar Guild  Judy Hingston and Michelle Klemish 

 

Our Measure of Love and Gifts 

Attendance last week – 118 Ash Wed. 38 Needed for The Lord’s Work at Zion 
$3,856 ~ Received for the Lord’s Work $5,046 = Loose Plate $494, Envelopes 
$3,192, Mission $217, Maintenance $393, $750 Teach. Rent; Cap Prj. $135; 
Memorial Fund $50 in memory of Herb Wade.  

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday: Mar 18- Cindy 
Hodges, Jeff Teske; Mar 21- Dakota Baccary, Maxine Diener (her 84th), Logan 
Valliere; Mar 22- Janice Coty, Rose Mary Schell (her 84th), Duane Tessin; Mar 
23- Karen Seeburger. 

Today’s Memory Verse ~ “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the 
family of believers.” Galatians 6:9-10 

Altar Flowers ~ Flowers on the altar today are placed in memory of Markie 
Hingston by her parents, Mark and Judy Hingston. 

Please note there will be no soup supper or Midweek Lenten service on 
March 29 as Pastor Hauser will be out of town.  

Magnifying Viewer ~ If anyone has need for a magnifying viewer to help with 
reading, etc. please contact Irene Kruth. One is available free to someone who 
may need one.  

Facing Darkness ~ When the deadly Ebola virus infected Samaritan’s Purse 
team members Dr. Kent Brantly and missionary Nancy Writebol, the epic crisis 
hit home for the ministry and its leader Franklin Graham. Facing Darkness tells 
an incredible true story of faith, determination, and prayer and of how God 
performed miracles! The end of the film includes a special presentation of the 
Gospel by Franklin Graham. Showing at the Goodrich Quality 10GDX Theatre 
3250 Kabobel, Saginaw, for one night only Thursday, March 30 at 7:00 pm. 
Tickets available online.  

Save the Date ~ Mark your calendar for Tuesday, May 2 at 
7:00 pm. Zion will host the wonderful voices of the Men of Music 
directed by Grace Marra. The ensemble, consisting of 40-50 
men, was formed in 1936 as the Dow Male Chorus, part of The 
Dow Chemical Company’s Music Department. The group sings 

with a variety of musical styles, a little bit of everything for everyone. A donation 
will be accepted. Save the date cards will be available in the narthex for you to 
take and pass on to your friends and neighbors. You will not be disappointed! If 
you would like to read more about the group visit 
http://www.menofmusic.org/background.html. 

http://www.zionhemlock.org/

